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�e land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the  
Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) whose ancestors, along with the Mi’kmaq  

and Passamaquoddy Nations, signed Peace and Friendship Treaties  
with the British Crown in the 1700s.





Convocation

St. Thomas University’s Convocation is a gathering of the university community 
to confer degrees, present awards and medals, and hear the Address to 
Graduates and Valedictory. Convocation begins with a processional led by 
graduating students who are followed by faculty, university officials, and 
special guests. Each group occupies a designated position and the processional 
becomes a meeting of the university, the definition of convocation. Modern 
university attire dates to the Middle Ages when scholars and students were 
members of religious orders. The Chancellor and the President wear ceremonial 
St. Thomas University robes designed for their office, while many faculty wear 
the hoods and gowns of their alma mater.

The university bestows honorary degrees on individuals who have been deemed 
deserving of recognition by a Joint Board of Governors-Senate Committee. 
Wearing green and gold-trimmed robes, St. Thomas University’s colours, the 
recipients receive hoods symbolizing their degrees. Students who have met the 
university’s academic standards are similarly hooded and formally granted all 
the honours, rights, and privileges pertaining to their degree. 

Eagle Feather

Graduating Indigenous students were gifted with Eagle Feathers at a special 
ceremony and are carrying their feather as they receive their degree. In 
Indigenous communities, there is a sacred connection between the Eagle and 
the Creator as the Eagle flies highest and closest to the Creator and carries 
human prayers. In “The Story of the Eagle Feather,” the Eagle offered one of 
its feathers to the human family as a sign of continued love and healing and a 
reminder of the importance of “Sacred Teachings.” To be given an Eagle Feather 
bestows honour and responsibility as it symbolizes being a messenger for 
respect, truth, courage, and wisdom as passed down by Elders. 

Kente Stole
The Black Students’ Association has worked with the university to introduce the 
Kente Stole to Convocation to commemorate the differences and obstacles 
STU's Black students overcome in order to graduate. Adapted from African 
tradition in Ghana, this woven cloth, which was once only worn by royalty, is a 
scarf-like garment worn over the shoulder that represents an accomplishment, 
graduation, or other rite of passage. The Kente Stole honours the legacy of Black 
ancestors and is a testament to each graduate’s strength and excellence. 



Honorary Degree Recipients 

Dr. Mary McCarthy-Brandt is a Fredericton-based 
writer, educator, and historian dedicated to preserving 
the histories of Black New Brunswickers. Over the 
past decade, she has emerged as a prominent public 
commentator and has promoted greater awareness of 
the historical and current contributions of Black New 
Brunswickers. McCarthy-Brandt is a sixth-generation 
New Brunswicker whose family’s roots predate the 
founding of the province in 1784. A PhD graduate of the University of Toron-
to’s Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, her scholarly research focused 
on segregated and forgotten graveyards in New Brunswick. She also served 
for six years as the president of the New Brunswick Black History Society.  

McCarthy-Brandt has been featured in the provincial and regional media 
for her research locating and restoring abandoned Black cemeteries and her 
knowledge of the Black experience in New Brunswick. She chairs REACH 
NB (Remembering Each African Cemeteries History in New Brunswick) 
which collaborates with the Provincial Archives to locate and document for-
gotten and abandoned gravesites. In 2015, McCarthy-Brandt won a human 
rights case against Shoppers Drug Mart for an incident of racial profiling. 
Her writing was featured in the collection Black Writers Matter (University of 
Regina Press 2019), an anthology of African-Canadian writing on contempo-
rary issues. She was also featured in Chatelaine Magazine as one of “33 Black 
Canadians Making Change Now” for her work identifying systemic and 
anti-black racism.  

 



Maggie Paul is a Passamaquoddy elder, teacher, and 
song carrier who has lived most of her adult life on 
the St. Mary’s First Nation. She is known for her beau-
tiful singing voice, her work preserving traditional 
songs, and using music to inspire and guide Indig-
enous youth. For more than 40 years, she has been 
preserving and resurrecting Passamaquoddy and 
Wolastoqey songs that were once banned by the Gov-
ernment of Canada. Along with Wolastoqyik singer Rok Wiseman, she spent 
one year listening to recorded songs from the late 1800s and early 1900s that 
were preserved on wax cylinders in the Canadian Museum of History. As the 
songs were only accessible in the archives, Paul recorded two albums of these 
traditional songs and thus returned them to her people. In 2014, she was 
awarded an Indspire Award in the category of culture, heritage, and art. 

Paul also uses music to help young Indigenous people find their voices. 
Most notably, she mentored Indigenous musician Jeremy Dutcher and when 
Dutcher accepted the Polaris Prize for his album Wolastoqiyik Lintuwakona-
wa in 2018, he thanked Paul who was also his guest at the awards gala. As 
Paul once said, “When you bring the songs back, you’re going to bring the 
dances back. You’re going to bring the people back. You’re going to bring 
everything back.” She has dedicated her life to unearthing and reviving these 
forgotten melodies to bring them back to her community so that it can feel 
whole again.  



Faculty Awards  

John McKendy Memorial Teaching Award 

Dr. Sarah Vannier of the Department of Psychology 
teaches courses in introductory psychology, child and 
adolescent development, abnormal psychology, and 





Professor Emeritus  

Dr. Gary Irwin-Kenyon is receiving the designa-
tion professor emeritus. He holds a BA and MA from 
Concordia, a PhD from UBC, and held post-doctor-
al positions at universities in the United States and 
Europe. He began his career at STU in 1987 when he 
was founding Chair of the Department of Gerontol-
ogy and responsible for establishing degree and cer-
tificate programs. He also established a Visiting Chair 
in Gerontology that brought internationally recognized scholars to STU to 
deliver the Creamer Lecture. He initiated the Fredericton 80+ Study of aging 



Graduates 
 
Certificate of Gerontolgy
Erin Nicole Sparkes-Brewer			   Fredericton, NB 

Bachelor of Applied Arts
Sébastien Marc Charette (Criminal Justice)	 Dieppe, NB



Deidra Ann Brennan 				    Florenceville, NB
Allison Grace Bristow (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
Katelyn Nicole Brooker 				    Fredericton, NB
Sarah Marie Brown (distinction)			   La Ronge, SK
Makenzie Emily Burbridge (distinction)		  Grand Bay Westfield, NB
John Patrick Burnham (distinction)		  Saint John, NB
Hanna Valeria Bustos Pedraza (distinction)		 Quito, Ecuador
Haley Amanda Byers 				    Fredericton, NB 
Ariana Isabel Calvachi 				    Quito, Ecuador
Patrice Gaétan Cammarano (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning 
  and Community Engagement
Chad Joseph Canty 				    Bathurst, NB
Mariah Evelyn Carey (distinction) 			  Avonport, NS
Dallas Samuel Charles Casey			   Saint John, NB
Sydona Simone Chandon 			   Westmoreland, Jamaica
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  
  and Community Engagement
Samantha Dorothy Elizabeth Chiasson 		  Georgetown, PE
Christian Thomas Edward Christie (distinction)	



Tory Felicia Ann Desroche (distinction) 		  Moncton, NB
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  
  and Community Engagement
Olivia Grace DesRoches (distinction)		  Hampton, NB
  �e Frank McKenna Prize in  
  Communications and Public Policy
Alexis Lee DeSylva 				    Chipman, NB
Karli Elizabeth Dixon (distinction)		  Petitcodiac, NB
  Congregation of Notre Dame Prize  
  for Fourth Year
Rhys Skye Dixon 				    Fredericton, NB
Khanh Phuong Do				    Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Elizabeth Kathleen Doherty 			   Fredericton, NB
Hannah Marie Claire Doherty			   Fredericton, NB
Madelyn Ann Doiron				    Miramichi, NB
Noah William Nathaniel Donovan		  Renous, NB
Conor Troy Dorcas				    Fredericton, NB
Emily Zita Dowdall-Martin 			   Ottawa, ON
Kathryn Nicole Doyle 				    Richibucto Road, NB
Carmelita Alice Duffy (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
Andreanne Emilie Duplessis (distinction)		  Peterborough, ON
  Alan Mason Prize in 4th Year
  Michael Nicholas Prize in Anthropology  
  in 4th Year
Emma Rayanne Earle				    Fredericton, NB
Ethan James English (distinction)			   Fredericton, NB
David Asim Eno 				    Lagos, Nigeria
Olivia Irene Faulkner (distinction)			  Quispamsis, NB
Marie-Laurence Josée Filion 			   Ste-Catherine De La  
						      Jacques-Cartier, QC
Hailee Janine Elena Fleck (distinction)		  Steelman, SK
Lauren Diane Fraser 				    Fredericton, NB
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  
  and Community Engagement	
Jessie Leigh Frost				    Fredericton, NB
Alexander Paul Gagne (distinction)		  Lakeville, NB 
Emily Joy Galbraith 				    Upper Kingsclear, NB
Ryan Titus Gass					     Sussex, NB
Kyra Joy Gate 					     Truro, NS
Isabelle Marie Gaudet (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
Jacob Thomas Germon 				    Fredericton, NB



Megan Judith Kelsall Gibson			   Berwick, NS
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  
  and Community Engagement
Laura Lynn Giggie				    Woodstock, NB
Tatyana Chloe Girouard (distinction)		  Moncton, NB
Hollie Lynn Godbout				    McAdam, NB
Alexander J Goddard				    Upper Gagetown, NB
Kaytlin Sadie Jane Godin 				   Woodstock, NB
Makayla Lynn Goguen 				    Saint John, NB
Sarah Bernice Gorman				    Saint John, NB
Kayley Emma Graham 				    Sussex, NB
Kelly Doreen Green (distinction)			   Titusville, NB
Mackenzie Rae Green				    Fredericton, NB
Julien Ensor Guignard				    Stephenville, NL
Ashley Nicole Hachey 				    Douglas, NB 
Julia Ross Haldeman (distinction)			   Freeport, ME
Aliya Rae Hamilton				    Brandon, MB
Kassidy Allison Hamilton 			   Miramichi, NB
Abigail Christina Jayme Hanrahan 		  Waasis, NB
Lauren Paije Hare				    Grand Bay-Westfield, NB
John Michael Harley 				    Saint John, NB
Elizabeth Celeste Harmon 			   Queenstown, NB 
Maggie Lynn Hartley-Brown (distinction)		  Quispamsis, NB
Mallory Morgan Hatch (distinction)		  Harvey, NB
Madison Maria Hemming			   Saint John, NB
Grace Elizabeth Hickey (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
  Dr. Gloria Paul Memorial Graduating Prize  
  in Environment and Society
  Prize for Women’s Studies and Gender Studies  
  in 4th Year
Rylee Sabryn Hopkins (distinction)		  Chipman, NB
Rachel Tanner Houghton 			   Swan Creek, NB
Isaac Robert Steven Humber (distinction)		  Kingston, ON
Jayme Victoria Humphrey (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
Oliva Ishimwe	  				    Halifax, NS
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  
  and Community Engagement
Bethany Eunice Jensen				    Grand Falls, NB
Nan Jiang					     Zhejiang Ningbo, China
Michael MacKenzie Johnston			   Riverview, NB
Caitlin Alexandra Jones 				    Fredericton, NB
Cassidy Starr Joudrey				    Berwick, NS



Fatuma Ali Kalimunda				    Nairobi County, Kenya
Madison Alexis Marie Keating			   Sussex, NB
Abby Elizabeth Keirstead (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
Joseph Dylan Kennedy (distinction)		  Woodstock, NB
John Mikah Knox (distinction)			   Moncton, NB
  STU Singers Prize for Contributions to  
  Choral Music
Ryan Daniel Koftinoff				    Oromocto, NB
Sara Kowal De Sousa (distinction)			  Collingwood, ON
Brooklyn Paige Krygsveld 			   Miramichi, NB
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  
  and Community Engagement	
Joshua Conner Laflamme				   Ottawa, ON
Oliver Scott Larson (distinction)			   Saint John, NB
Daniel Alexander LeBlanc 			   Elmsdale, NS
Kassidy Suzanne LeBlanc (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
Ashley Anna LeBreton 				    New Maryland, NB
Benjamin Marcel LeBrun				   Fredericton, NB
Annick Valerie Leger-Boucher 			   Notre-Dame, NB
Claire Heather Leighton (distinction)		  Moncton, NB
Maude Levesque 				    Balmoral, NB
Jiayu Liang (distinction)				    Moncton, NB
Emily Jane Liashko (distinction)			   Riverview, NB
Ainsley Rebecca Linton (distinction)		  St. Stephen, NB
Rowan Gillian Brook Little (distinction)	  	 Hampton, NB
  Ambassador of Switzerland Prize
Jenna Rachel Terry Lloyd (distinction)		  Woodstock, NB
Samantha Faith Longstaff (distinction)		  Centreville, NB
Sassy Loughery					     Cumberland Bay, NB
Colin Jarret Lutz (distinction)			   Miramichi, NB
  Abdul Lodhi Prize for Highest Standing  
  in Criminology
Hannah Lee Lynch (distinction)			   Windsor, NS
Bryce Edward MacDermaid			   Bathurst, NB
Cameron Reid MacDonald 			   Bridgewater, NS
Jacob Neil MacDonald 				    Morell, PE
Lillian June MacFarlane				    Antigonish, NS
Isabella Christiane MacLaren (distinction)		  Harvey, NB
Kurtis Matthew MacPherson			   Fredericton, NB
James George MacWilliams 			   Blackville, NB
Tyler Andrew MaGee (distinction)			  Rothesay, NB
Kaleigh Maria Joy Martin (distinction)		  Bathurst NB
Melanie Bernice Martin (distinction)		  Fredericton NB



Emily Jane Marie McCabe 			   Renous, NB
Megan Mary McCluskey 				   Miramichi, NB
Megan Dawn McGuigan (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  
  and Community Engagement
Breanna Mary McLean (distinction)		  Miramichi, NB
Bradley Michael McPhail				   Perth-Andover, NB
Jessica Lyne McWilliams (distinction)		  Tracadie, NB
Itza Irene Mendoza Estrada			   Managua, Nicaragua

i



Sidney Ann Potts (distinction)			   Miramichi, NB
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  
  and Community Engagement
Rebecca Mary Ramsay 				    Arlington, PE



Madeline Lee Taylor (distinction)			   Nine Mile Creek and  
						      Pownal, PE
Kristen Elizabeth Alline Thompson		  Fredericton, NB
Ashley Elizabeth Thornton (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  





With Honours in Human Rights
Monica Boquin (distinction) 			   Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
  Craig J. Carleton QC Essay Prize in  
  Human Rights
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  
  and Community Engagement
Valeria Boquin 					     Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
   Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  
   and Community Engagement 
Emma Grace Ruiz (distinction)			   Pictou, NS
Pamela Graci Young (distinction)			   Pictou, NS

With Honours in Interdisciplinary Studies
Florence Pearl Awde (distinction)			   Mount Albert, ON
Mary Grace Baker (distinction)			   Paradise, NS
Hana Marielle Delaney (distinction)  		  Scarborough, ME
  �e Frank McKenna Prize in Communications 
  and Public Policy
Laura Edith May Forrester (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
Emma Claire Johnson				    Fredericton, NB

With Honours in International Relations
Gabriel Alejandro Marquez Carriel (distinction)	 Guayaquil, Ecuador
  Prize for Best Honours �esis in International  
  Relations
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning  
  and Community Engagement

With Honours in Philosophy
Helen Diana Rogers (distinction)			   Moncton, NB

With Honours in Political Economy
Hannah Elizabeth John (distinction)		   Kochi, India
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning 
  and Community Engagement
Natalia Rodriguez Suarez (distinction)		  San Jose, Costa Rica
  Certi�cate in Experiential Learning 
  and Community Engagement	  
 



With Honours in Political Science
Jennifer Eileen Patterson (distinction)		  Fredericton, NB
  George Harrington Prize for Political Science	
Victoria Ann Young 				    Winnipeg, MB

With Honours in Psychology
Bailey Ann Arango (



With Honours in Economics and With Honours in Psychology
Thao Phuong Pham (distinction)			   Hanoi, Vietnam
  Ray and Lorain Irving Prize for Best  
  �esis in Psychology
  Prize for Economics in 4th Year

With Honours in English Language and Literature and With 
Honours in Great Books
Jake Frederick Dow (distinction)  			   Fredericton, NB
  Great Books Best Honours �esis	

Certificate of Honours Standing in English Language and 
Literature


