
98 S T .  T H O M A S  U N I V E R S I T Y

Department of Anthropology
 
The courses o�ered by the Department of Anthropology are organized into three di�erent 
�elds: social/cultural anthropology, archaeology, and physical anthropology; and three dif
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HMRT 2003	 Introduction to Human Rights
HMRT 3123	 International Human Rights

ANTH-1013. Introduction to Cultural Anthropology 
This is an introduction to the study of contemporary cultures and languages and to the 
methods of ethnographic �eldwork. 

ANTH-1023. Introduction to Physical Anthropology 
An introduction to the study of humans as a biocultural species. The focus of this course is 
on human evolution, human variation and genetics, nonhuman primates, and the work of 
physical anthropologists. 

ANTH-1033. Introduction to Archaeology 
This course overviews cultural diversity throughout the archaeological record, emphasizing 
cultural change. Topics such as adaptation, the development of complex societies, the rise of 
the state, and the role of archaeology in human history will be discussed. Basic archaeologi-
cal methods, theory, and techniques will be presented. Multiple case studies, from di�erent 
parts of the world, will illustrate how archaeologists recover, describe, and analyze the past. 

ANTH-2013. Area Ethnography: South America
Ethnographic and ethnological study of the culture of South America. 
Prerequisite: ANTH 1013. 

ANTH-2033. Area Ethnography: Indigenous Lifeways in Canada
Ethnographic and ethnological study of Indigenous cultures and processes in urban and 
rural Canada. Prerequisite: None, although ANTH 1013 is desirable.

ANTH-2043. Area Ethnography: Mexico and Central America
Ethnographic and ethnological study of the culture of Mexico and Central America. 
Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2063. Area Ethnography: North America
Ethnographic and ethnological study of the cultures of North America. 
Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2073. Area Ethnography: Canada
Ethnographic and ethnological study of the cultures of Canada. Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.
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ANTH-2323. Archaeology of Early Societies: Eurasia, Africa, Oceania 
The archaeological record of the origin and evolution of human culture and social behaviour. 
Emphasis is placed on earliest human culture and society, its development, and theoretical 
interpretations of this development. 

ANTH-2333. World Archaeology
This course will introduce students to past cultural expressions in di�erent parts of the world. 
Following a general introduction to archaeological methods and techniques and the nature 
of archaeological record, this course will proceed to discuss multiple archaeological cases 
related to the ways of life of hunter-gatherers and complex societies - chiefdoms and states 
- as well as the rise and fall of these forms of social and political organization. Past cultural 
practices and the processes that give rise to cultural change will be examined in di�erent 
locations around the globe. Prerequisite: None.

ANTH-2343. Archaeology of Early Societies: North and Central America
This course will introduce students to past cultural expressions in North and Central America 
based on archaeological data. The peopling of the region, complex hunter-gatherers and the 
rise of chiefdoms, and the development of early states will be considered. Past cultural diversity 
as well as the process that gives rise to it will be examined in di�erent geographical settings. 
A time span of more that 14,000 years will be covered during the academic term. Prerequisite: 
None.

ANTH-2353. Archaeology of Early Societies: South America
This course will introduce students to past cultural expressions in South America and the 
Caribbean region. The human colonization of the region and the adaptation of those early 
communities will be considered. The development of agriculture and the adoption of a 
sedentary life as well as the rise and collapse of complex societies will be examined. Past 
cultural diversity of both regions, as well as the process that gives rise to it will be examined 
in di�erent geographical settings. A time span of more than 12,000 years will be covered dur-
ing the term. Prerequisite: None.

ANTH 2363. Archaeology of Early Societies: Mesoamerica 
Mesoamerica is an area covering Southern Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, Honduras and Salva-
dor. In this region hunter-gatherers' experimentation with plants gave rise to the cultivars, 
such as tomatoes and corn. Three thousand years ago urban centers developed there, politi-
cal organizations arose and writing was invented. Two thousand years ago the �rst mega city 
in North America was created there. This course explores, using archaeological concepts and 
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ANTH-3333. Economic Anthropology: Anthropology of Exchange 
This course will explore how anthropologists have examined exchange, sharing, and trans-
fers of goods within and between societies. Since Malinowski and Mauss, anthropologists 
have focused on gift giving and exchange. In this course we will contrast various forms of 
exchange paying special attention to the di�erences between gifts and commodities. We will 
explore what role money plays in subsistence economies and how some societies use level-
ling mechanisms to maintain egalitarian distribution. Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-3443. Forensic Osteology and Archaeology
The focus of this course is the application of skeletal biology to the medical-legal investiga-
tion of deaths, including description and identi�cation, determination of cause and manner 
of death, and estimation of time of death, and the collection of physical evidence. The course 
will be taught in a combined lecture/lab format. Prerequisite: ANTH 2443.

ANTH-3453. Medical Anthropology
Medical anthropology is the study of health and disease patterns in human populations 
under di�erent ecological settings. It takes an holistic approach, viewing humans as multidi-
mensional biological organisms, social persons, and beings who communicate and maintain 
cultural systems. Each of these dimensions includes aspects of health maintenance that re-
�ect larger cultural patterns. The focus of the course will be to emphasize a multidimensional 
view of health and disease in various geographical settings. The course will examine the 
health implications of interactions between human groups and their physical and biological 
environments, and how human populations adapt to environmental problems, maintain 
health, and persist over time.

ANTH-3463. Psychological Anthropology (PSYC) 
This course introduces students to psychological anthropology, a major sub-�eld of cultural 
anthropology. Though similar to cultural and cross-cultural psychology in that it studies 
how thought, emotion, and experience relate to social and cultural processes, psychological 
anthropology is distinct from these �elds in psychology in its emphasis on the ethnographic 
method. Though prior basic familiarity with cultural anthropology is an asset, no other previ-
ous knowledge is necessary in order to succeed in this course.

ANTH-3643. Anthropology of Religion 
This course emphasizes an understanding of religious phenomena by viewing religion in the 
context of the diversity of cultures. Prerequisite: None.

ANTH-3663. Urban Anthropology
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ANTH-4453. Seminar on Selected Topics 
Directed research and seminar on a topic of current interest. 
 
ANTH-4553. Independent Study 
A program of independent study under the direction of a member of the faculty selected 
by the student. It is designed for students who wish to pursue an area of special interest 
through reading, research, and writing. 
 
ANTH-4666. Honours Thesis 


