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Department of Sociology
  

General Interest Courses
Students with a general interest in sociology are invited to enroll in one or more of the 
courses offered. Students should plan to take SOCI 1006 first, since this is normally a prereq-
uisite for other sociology courses.  

Minor in Sociology
SOCI 1006: Introduction to Sociology AND SOCI 2013: Research Design & Methods OR SOCI 
2023: Understanding Statistics and 9 credit hours in any sociology courses.

Major in Sociology
Students majoring in sociology require a total of 36 credit hours in Sociology, including the 
following required courses: 

SOCI 1006	 Introduction to Sociology

SOCI 2013	 Research Design & Methods

SOCI 2023 	 Understanding Statistics

SOCI 2033	 Classical Sociological Theory

SOCI 3023	 Contemporary Sociological Theory

SOCI 4013	 Senior Seminar

Honours in Sociology
The Honours program is designed to provide students with an opportunity to engage in 
independent sociological research under supervision. Completion of the Honours program 
is the normal preparation for graduate school. Normally, students must have a grade point 
average of B+ in sociology courses to enter the Honours program. Application for admission 
to the Honours program in sociology should be directed to the Chair of Sociology. Students 
honouring in Sociology require a total of 48 credit hours in sociology, including the following 
required courses:

SOCI 1006	 Introduction to Sociology

SOCI 2013	 Research Design & Methods

SOCI 2023	 Understanding Statistics

SOCI 2033	 Classical Sociological Theory

SOCI 3023	 Contemporary Sociological Theory

SOCI 3033	 Seminar in Research Strategies (recommended)

SOCI 4006	 Honours Thesis

SOCI 4023	 Honours Workshop

SOCI 4033	 Advanced Sociological Theory

To earn an Honours degree, a student must obtain a minimum 3.0 grade point average on 48 
credit hours of sociology courses including the required courses, and a minimum B grade on 
the Honours Thesis (SOCI 4006). 
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Guide to numbering system:
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SOCI-2123. Introduction to Sociology of Globalization 
Introduction to Sociology of Globalization explores social conditions characterized by global 
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SOCI-2543. Sociology of Religion
This course focuses on the relations between the beliefs and institutionalized practices that 
people hold sacred, and contemporary community life. Students explore the  
contradictory trends of mass secularism and the rise of religious fundamentalism, and the 
practices through which people collectively mobilize to sustain, challenge, and change 
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ySOCI-2743. Special Topics 
The content of this course changes from year to year to reflect the special strengths of fac-
ulty and particular needs of students.

SOCI-3023. Contemporary Sociological Theory
A study of modern developments in sociological theory, focussing on major trends and their 
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SOCI-3153. Sociology of War
The sociology of war explores organized mass violence across societal boundaries. Topics in-
clude the rise of the military-industrial complex, cultures of militarism, the political economy 
of war in the context of global struggles to control resources, and the active practices that 
militarize religious and ethnic identities, moralize political and economic conflicts, and 
impose dominant justifications onto the conduct of war. 

SOCI-3173. Women and Education (WSGS)
With the rise of neo-conservative governments in Canada, we see changes in schooling and 
higher education due to the restructuring of government finances and privatization. By be-
ginning from the standpoint of women engaged in mothering, classroom teaching, graduate 
studies and university teaching, this course examines the impact of re-structuring on gender, 
ethnicity and class in the classroom and in higher education.

SOCI-3183.  Sociology, the Self & the Other
We are nearly always relating to other people, even when we are alone. In this course, we 
look at several aspects of this relationship between self and other, using a variety of different 
theories. Topics may include: Taking the attitude of the other towards yourself (Theory: Sym-
bolic Interaction); Being intensely engaged with another person (Theory: Phenomenology) 
The moment-by-moment co-ordination of our activities with others (Theory: Conversation 
Analysis.) Presenting a version of ourselves to others (Theory: Goffman); Mourning the death 
of someone close to us (Theory: Deconstruction). A number of feature films engaging with 
the themes of the course will be viewed and analyzed. Students are encouraged to discuss 
popular culture and their own experiences in light of the themes of the course.

SOCI-3223. Globalization and Gender (WSGS)
Globalization and Gender will examine how definitions of gender and sexuality are repro-
duced, negotiated and deployed in the context of globalization and transnational flows. 
Through a critical inquiry into a variety of texts, i.e. theoretical texts, ethnographic case 
studies and analysis of media representation, students will examine the topics of citizenship, 
global labor flows, migration, militarization, neoliberalism and the construction of the gen-
dered global subject. They will study both the opportunities and challenges that are inherent 
in postcolonial and transnational feminist scholarship and activism.  
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ySOCI-3293. Animals & Society
In Sociology we study human society.  Humans, however, have always lived in relation to 
other non-human animals, and these relations and these animals have in fact been central to 
human society.  In this course we will re-think what we mean by ‘human society,’ by showing 
how integral animals have always been to what we take to be ‘human society.’

SOCI-3313. Sociology of Law (CRIM)
This course critically examines law from various sociological perspectives, with particular 
reference to Canada. The course is designed to cover sociological jurisprudence and selected 
theories of law, as they relate to family, administrative, labour, criminal and other types of 
law.

SOCI-3323. Sociology of Women and Law (WSGS)
This course explores the relationship of women to the state and to law. The ways in which 
criminal and family law influence gender relations in society are analyzed, including the 
implications of legal intervention and non-intervention in family relations. Sex-specific and 
sex-related legislation concerning such issues as sexual harassment, rape, pornography, and 
affirmative action, are also examined. Theoretical concepts and issues, such as the position 
of women within capitalism, patriarchy, sexuality and reproduction, formal and informal 
control, are addressed.

SOCI-3413. Employment Equity Policy and Gender Inequality at Work (WSGS)
This is an advanced course on the organization of gender inequality in the labour force.  
It begins by studying how gender segregation is organized in the occupations of teaching, 
clerical work, and other professions. The course examines from a sociological perspective, 
the federal and provincial government policies which are aimed at the equal and fair treat-
ment of individuals regardless of sex: pay equity legislation, employment equity programs, 
contractual provisions and human rights legislation on fair employment practices

SOCI-3513. Sociology of Education  
This course focuses on the nature of the relationship between school systems and the 
broader societies of which they are a part. This is done with two purposes in mind: (1) to 
determine both the structural configuration and the functions of education in contemporary 
society and (2) to demonstrate the effects of this relationship on the internal functioning of 
schools. A variety of theoretical perspectives on the conceptualization of the school-society 
connection are examined. 

SOCI-3523. Sociology  of Knowledge
This course is concerned with the social organization of knowledge. The focus is on the 
political and social processes and contexts in which local and ruling forms of knowledge 
are produced. For the purposes of this course, knowledge may range from common sense 
and popular culture to ideology, science, and information. Topics may include the connec-
tion between knowledge and power and how they are controlled by states, corporations, 
and professions, and the implications of the nature and distribution of print and electronic 
information. This course combines discussion of major theorists with an examination of cur-
rent issues.

SOCI-3553. Sociology of the Body
This course explores the interaction between society and the body. It begins with an exami-
nation of classical and contemporary theories of the body, and then explores special issues 
with regard to the development of the civilized body, as well as gender, sexuality, marginal-
ization, deviancy, chronic illness and disability.
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ySOCI-3733. Special Topics
The content of this course changes from year to year to reflect the special strengths of fac-
ulty and particular needs of students.

SOCI-3913. Sociology of Disease
This course will explore the social construction of disease in modern medicine. We will 
examine the process of medicalization, focusing on the classification of human experience 
into disease categories; medical authority to diagnose and treat disease; the ways in which 
disease categories validate or invalidate experiences of illness; and the effects of being 
labeled as diseased. These topics will be explored through sociological analyses of specific 
diseases, including diseases that are contested and stigmatized.

SOCI-3973. Introduction to Narrative and Narrative Analysis  (SCWK)
Framed around three key approaches to narrative this course will provide students with the 
basis on which to develop their understanding of narrative and their skills in narrative analy-
sis.  The three approaches are: the narrative study of lives; the narrative analysis of texts; and, 
the analysis of narrative dynionen-UK16yalyses of specific 
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SOCI-4043. Independent Study 
A program on independent study under the direction of a member of the faculty selected 
by the student. It is designed for students who wish to pursue an area of special interest 
through reading, research, and writing. 

SOCI-4053. Independent Study 
A program on independent study under the direction of a member of the faculty selected 
by the student. It is designed for students who wish to pursue an area of special interest 
through reading, research, and writing. 

NOTE: Not all courses listed are offered each year. Please consult with the 

Department Chair for more information about current and planned course offerings.
 


