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Department of Criminology 
& Criminal Justice

The Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice o�ers the following programs: a 36 
credit hour Certi�cate program in Criminology and Criminal Justice, a Bachelor of Arts, with a 
Minor or a Major in Criminology, a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Criminology and a Bachelor 
of Applied Arts in Criminal Justice.

Students with a general interest in criminology are invited to enroll in CRIM 1013 Introduc-
tion to Criminology and CRIM 1023 Introduction to Criminal Justice. These courses are a 
prerequisite for all other courses o�ered by the Criminology Department and will provide 
students with the opportunity to select other general interest courses in criminology beyond 
the �rst-year level. In some cases, students may be allowed to take upper-level Criminology 
courses with written permission of the instructor.

Minor in Criminology
Students wishing to complete a Minor in Criminology must complete CRIM 1013 and CRIM 
1023 and an additional 12 credit hours in Criminology courses.

Major in Criminology
Students must complete CRIM 1013: Introduction to Criminology and CRIM 1023: Introduc-
tion to Criminal Justice (a total of 6 credit hours) as a prerequisite for all courses o�ered by 
the Criminology Department. Students are also required to take one theory course, CRIM 
2013: Early Criminological Theory OR CRIM 3013: Contemporary Criminological Theory and 
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It is strongly advised that the Honours program is intended primarily for those students who 
plan to go to graduate school. Entrance to the Honours program is a two-stage process. 
Students must �rst complete CRIM 3253 Pre-Honours Workshop and its �nal assignment, 
a research proposal which outlines the student's planned Honours project or thesis. The 
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CRIM-2943. Victimology
This course will examine this specialized �eld of criminology which is related to the study of 
victims of crime and factors connected to the victim. A historical perspective on the study 
of victimology, theories related to the explanation of victimization, the modern evolution 
of victim rights, and the development of victim services will be examined. Speci�c victim 
groups, provincial and federal legislation related to victims, the United Nations Charter of 
Victims Rights will be addressed, as well as the delivery of services to victims involved in the 
criminal justice system. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023. 
 
CRIM-3003. Special Topics in Criminology and Criminal Justice (HMRT) 
This course consists of an in-depth analysis of a speci�c topic in the �eld of criminology or 
criminal justice. The purpose is to provide a more detailed analysis of the topic by integrating 
theoretical and research applications. The course will be organized around the special interests 
of full time and visiting faculty to capitalize on the research and theoretical interests of the 
Department complement. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3013. Contemporary Criminological Theory
This course will introduce students to 20th century criminological theories such as the Chi-
cago School, strain theory, di�erential association theory, labelling theory, and critical crimi-
nology. The student’s knowledge of classical, positive, and critical criminology will be applied 
to issues of social control and crime reduction. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3103. Advanced Qualitative Research Methods
This course seeks to deepen students’ understanding of qualitative research methods, such 
as research ethics in qualitative research, qualitative research design, interviewing, focus 
group interviews, participant observation and qualitative content analysis. Prerequisites: 
CRIM 2103.

CRIM-3123. Contemporary Issues in Criminal Justice
This course is designed to provide an overview and analysis of contemporary controver-
sies and issues pertinent to the criminal justice system and Canadian crime policy. Speci�c 
emphasis will be given to an examination of the in�uence that changes in social policy and 
shifting public sentiments about crime control have on both the structure and operation of 
various components of the criminal justice system. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3143. Charter Rights and Criminal Justice
This course is an advanced look at the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Particu-
lar attention will be devoted to the e�ects of the Charter on criminal law making and its 
enforcement with reference to speci�c examples such as abortion, obscenity, pornography, 
capital punishment, unreasonable search and seizure, and pre-trial and detention rights. 
Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3153. Criminal Behaviour
This course examines the antecedents of, and responses to, criminal behaviour in the context 
of evidence-based practices in the assessment and treatment of at-risk and diverse o�ender 
populations within community and institutional contexts. Topics may include: o�ender risk 
assessment practices, major correlates of crime, e�ective correctional programming, best 
practices in the prediction and treatment of anti-social behaviour, and an understanding of 
the role of sound empirical strategies in contributing to what works in addressing criminal 
behaviour. Prerequisite: CRIM 2243.
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CRIM- 3163. Perspectives on Missing Persons  
This course investigates and theorizes issues relating to missing and murdered persons. 
Drawing from diverse �elds including criminal justice, feminist/ criminology, sociology, 
forensic anthropology, critical victimology, and Indigenous studies, the course evaluates 
established and emerging policies and practices regarding documentation, investigation, 
prosecution, prevention, and commemoration of missing persons cases. The course critically 
analyzes colonialism, gender and violence as factors that place particular communities at 
risk. 
 
CRIM-3203. Government and the Criminal Justice System
This course is an in-depth analysis of policy issues related to policing, courts, and corrections. 
Through an analysis of contemporary issues facing the criminal justice system in Canada, 
students will examine the links between the police, politics, law, and the administration of 
justice. Further, students will explore the roles and responsibilities of various government de-
partments and agencies, non-government agencies, and community organizations a�liated 
directly and indirectly with the criminal justice system to gain a greater understanding of 
how to access resources and services for persons a�ected by the criminal justice system. This 
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CRIM-3273. Crime in Popular Film
This course will explore popular and primarily American �lm from a criminological perspec-
tive, paying particular attention to how we understand crime through �lm. Such themes as 
what is a crime �lm?, criminology in crime �lms, police �lms, court room �lms, and prison 
�lms will be explored. At the conclusion of this course, students should be able to critically 
evaluate �lm and the relationships between crime and society portrayed through popular 
�lm. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3283. Crime Prevention
This course will explore three approaches to crime prevention - primary, secondary and ter-
tiary, that reduce the likelihood of crime and/or fear of crime in society. Using both academic 
and policy documents to explore ways in which agents of the criminal justice system and the 
community embark on strategies to reduce crime, students will evaluate the e�ectiveness of 
such strategies as crime prevention through environmental design, crime mapping, target 
hardening, deterrence, crime prevention through social development and public education. 
Topics may include: identity theft, cyber bullying, bio-violence. 
Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3403. Discourse and Crime
This course introduces students to the power and impact of discourse in criminology. The 
discourses of crime will be critically analyzed through such topics as interviews, interroga-
tions, testimony, written accounts, judicial interpretations, and media accounts. Prerequisite: 
A minimum of 75 credit hours, which includes CRIM 1013 and 1023 or permission of the 
instructor.

CRIM-3503. Wrongful Conviction!
Wrongful convictions undermine the legitimacy premise that accused persons are innocent 
until proven guilty under the law. This course focuses on reasons and factors contributing to 
wrongful convictions: eyewitness identi�cation, jailhouse informants; and looks at outcomes 
and legislations that have been enacted to prevent and remedy these legal/social injustices. 
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CRIM-3643. Terrorism: An Introduction 
This course provides a survey of issues related to terrorism and global con�ict wherein stu-
dents will be able to discuss social, political, economic and cultural roots of terrorism.  
In particular, this course will develop an appreciation of the complex motivations produc-
ing terrorism, as well as the unusual character and signi�cant trade-o�s that are induced by 
governments to minimize the impact of terrorism. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023

CRIM 3703: Toxic In/Justice: Green Criminology and Environmental Protest (ENVS) 
This course is designed to study harms against the environment writ large, and actions 
designed to protest and protect against those harms. Topics include environmental pol-
lution in nature, home and workplace;relevant law and policy; corporate crimesagainst 
humanity;and,environmental protest and justicemovements. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and 
CRIM 1023 or permission of the instructor. 
 
CRIM-3803. Child and Youth Rights (HMRT) 
This interdisciplinary course focuses on the implementation of articles of the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, speci�cally provision rights (e.g., health care, education), protec-
tion rights (e.g., from abuse, neglect, exploitation), and participation rights (e.g., in families, 
schools) with a particular emphasis on the implementation of these articles in Canada. 
Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023. 
 
CRIM-3843. Corporate Crime and Corporate Regulation
This course will provide an overview and critical analysis of corporate crime and its regula-
tion in Canada. The course will examine: the problems of de�nition of corporate crime; the 
images, measurement and victims of such crime; the types of corporate crime; theories and 
perspectives on the etiology of corporate criminality and corporate crime; the origins of 
the laws against corporate crime and contemporary legislative lawmaking in this �eld; the 
e�ectiveness of policing and regulation of corporate crime; and various reforms proposed to 
deal with such crimes in the future. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3933 or CRIM-3936. Independent Study in Criminology            
Students may undertake independent studies under the direction of a member of the crimi-
nology faculty with the permission of the Chair. The course is limited to students of proven 
academic merit. It is expected that students will have a clear idea of their area of study and 
they will be expected to submit a written proposal about the selected topic including a 
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CRIM-4003. Special Topics in Criminology and Criminal Justice
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CRIM-4233. Policing, Security, and Governance
This course is designed to provide a critical look at law enforcement issues beyond tradi-
tional police activities. The emphasis will be on contrasting the modest territorial scope and 
technological needs claimed through the rhetoric of community policing while technologi-
cal advances push societies toward greater global integration. Law enforcement agencies are 
compelled to follow suit and come together in highly technological, national, and interna-
tional partnerships. Prerequisite: A minimum of 75 credit hours, which includes CRIM 1013 
and 1023, or permission of the instructor. 

CRIM-4273. Advanced Studies in Crime in Popular Film
This seminar course provides students the opportunity to use and hone concepts and skills 
introduced in CRIM 3273 through a focused, in depth examination of a speci�c aspect of 
crime in popular �lm. Topics vary from term to term and could include: the development 
of women in crime �lms or race in crime �lms; speci�c genres such as, the gangster �lm or 
cop �lm; directors, ie: Alfred Hitchcock or Martin Scorsese; the critical importance of �lm 
remakes; etc. Prerequisite: A minimum of 75 credit hours, which includes CRIM 3273, or 
permission of the instructor. 

CRIM-4403. Feminist Legal Studies (HMRT) (WSGS)
In this course, students will be exposed to a critical evaluation of women and criminology. 
Possible topics include social and legal responses to the victimization of women, social and 
legal intervention strategies, criminological discourses on women’s criminalized behaviour, 
o�ence patterns, and women in criminology. Prerequisite: A minimum of 75 credit hours, 
which includes CRIM 1013 and 1023, or permission of the instructor.

CRIM-4423. Power and Control in Society
This course will introduce students to writings on the nature of power, subjectivity, and gover-
nance, with a special focus on order(ing) in modern society. Prerequisite: A minimum of 75 credit 
hours, which includes CRIM 1013 and 1023, or permission of the instructor.

CRIM-4513. Ethnography and Crime
This seminar course will examine classical and contemporary ethnographic work in criminol-
ogy and criminal justice. It will address qualitative research in general and how ethnographic 
research challenges common perceptions of crime, criminals and criminal behaviour. Prereq-
uisite: A minimum of 75 credit hours, which includes CRIM 1013 and 1023, or permission of 
the instructor.

CRIM-4906. Honours Research Thesis
This course is the written component of the Honours thesis project. The Honours thesis 
may be of an empirical, conceptual, or applied nature. The Honours students accepted into 
the program will have been working closely with a faculty member who has agreed to be 
a supervisor, and develop an Honours thesis. This course is recommended only for those 
pursuing graduate school. Prerequisite: Formal acceptance into the Honours program. 
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Students will select an additional 3 credit hours from any Arts courses o�ered. 

Total credit hours for Year 4: 30

Requirements for CCNB graduates of the Techniques d’intervention en 
délinquance diploma program: 
Year 3
CRIM 2943 		 Victimology 
PSYC 2643		 Abnormal Psychology

3ch from:
CRIM 2223		 Youth Justice
CRIM 2233		 Police and the Canadian Community
CRIM 2243		 Corrections
CRIM 3223		 Criminal Procedure

6 additional credit hours from the Youth Studies stream, which includes the following options: 
CRIM 2263		 Children and Youth at Risk
CRIM 3803 		 Child and Youth Rights
CRIM 4153 		 Advanced Studies in Youth Justice Policy

Students must also select 6 credit hours from the following Humanities subjects: 
English; Philosophy; Religious Studies; History; Human Rights; ​French Literature; Spanish 
Literature.

Students will select an additional 9 credit hours from any Arts courses o�ered.

Total credit hours for Year 3: 30 

Year 4
Students are required to take:
CRIM 2123 		 Criminal Law 
CRIM 3013 		 Contemporary Criminological Theory    
CRIM 3203	           	 Government and the Criminal Justice System 

Students must also select 3 credit hours from the following electives in each of year three and year 
four:  

CRIM 2223 		 Youth Justice
CRIM 2233 		 Police and the Canadian Community
CRIM 2243 		 Corrections
CRIM 3223 		 Criminal Procedure

Students must select 6 credit hours from Criminology course o�erings. 

Students must also select 6 credit hours from the following Humanities subjects: 
English; Philosophy; Religious Studies; History; Human Rights; ​French Literature; Spanish 
Literature.

Students will select an additional 3 credit hours from any Arts courses o�ered.

Total credit hours for Year 4: 30 



140 S T .  T H O M A S  U N I V E R S I T Y


