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Women’s Studies and Gender Studies
Major, Minor and Honours
The university offers an interdisciplinary Major, Minor and Honours program in the area of  
Women’s Studies and Gender Studies. The Gender Studies Committee has identified faculty 
advisors (listed below) who are available to serve as Program Directors for students who wish 
to pursue such a course of studies. The Program Coordinator is Marilee Reimer, 452-0479.

Women’s Studies and Gender Studies Faculty

Kristi Allain, PhD, Sociology 
Alexandra Bain, PhD, Religious Studies
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Major in Women’s Studies and Gender Studies
A Major in Women’s Studies and Gender Studies consists of 36 credit hours of course work 
beyond the 1000 level. These consist mostly of the cross-listed courses below.

Honours in Women’s Studies and Gender Studies
An Honours in Women’s Studies and Gender Studies consists of 48 credit hours of courses beyond 
the 1000 level, of which 6 credit hours must be in theory or methods. In addition, an Honours the-
sis valued at 6 credit hours is required. These courses should include an Honours thesis seminar or 
workshop of 3 or 6 credit hours, depending on the discipline offering the course.

Minor in Women’s Studies and Gender Studies
A Minor in Women’s Studies and Gender Studies requires completion of 18 credit hours in 
cross-listed courses, in two different fields. Introduction to Women’s Studies and Gender 
Studies (GEND 2016) is recommended. Although students must devise their own plans, the 
University has designated the following courses as appropriate for Women’s Studies and 
Gender Studies.  The notation (GEND) appears after the titles of these courses as they appear 
in the description of courses for respective departments.  To confirm the Minor, students are 
to email the courses they are registered for to registrar@stu.ca.

GEND-2016.  Introduction to Women’s Studies and Gender Studies 
This is the introductory course to the interdisciplinary field of Women’s Studies and Gender 
Studies. The basis of femininity, masculinity and women’s inequality are examined in the con-
text of wider social relations, including the historical subject, literary voice and the women’s 
movement. 

GEND-3013.  Women’s Studies and Gender Studies Methods
This is a foundational course in Gender Studies methodology. It examines the feminist 
critique of positivism, the development of feminist research methodologies and the use of 
these methods in a range of disciplines. 

ANTH-2533. Anthropology of Gender and Sexuality
This course examines male and female roles in a number of different cultural settings, 
especially non-Western societies. Particular attention is given to the cultural expectations of 
gender behaviour, the structure of economic opportunities for males and females, and how 
shifts in opportunity structures impact gender roles. Various examples illustrating the roles 
of males and females in the context of marriage, domestic group organization, economic 
decision making and political decision making, will be presented. Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

CRIM-4403. Feminist Legal Studies (HMRT) (WS/GS) 
In this course, students will be exposed to a critical evaluation of women and criminology. 
Possible topics include social and legal responses to the victimization of women, social and 
legal intervention strategies, criminological discourses on women's criminalized behaviour, 
offence patterns, and women in criminology. Prerequisite: A minimum of 75 credit hours, 
which includes CRIM 1013 and 1023, or permission of the instructor.
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RELG-3653. Women and Christianity
Women’s rights, gender sensitivities, and feminist movements both inside and outside the 
churches have inspired lively and complex debates within contemporary Christian theolo-
gies.  By deconstructing, revising and rebuilding basic issues in theology on the basis of 
women’s experiences and gender analysis, a substantial range of feminist theologies has 
emerged. This course will explore theological themes and interests central to the diversity of 
feminist theologies.



S T .  T H O M A S  U N I V E R S I T Y 377

W
om

en
’s 

St
ud

ie
s a

nd
G

en
de

r 
St

ud
ie

s

SOCI-2423. Social Problems I — Sociological Perspectives
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studies and analysis of media representation, students will examine the topics of citizenship, 
global labor flows, migration, militarization, neoliberalism and the construction of the gen-
dered global subject. They will study both the opportunities and challenges that are inherent 
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NOTE: Not all courses listed are offered each year. Please consult with the 
Department Chair for more information about current and planned course offerings.


