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An article is a word that determines if a noun is specific or unspecific. In English, there are three articles: 
a, an, and the. The article you use depends on which kind of noun you are using and the situation. 
 

Using A/An 

If you use a or an, it means that the noun that follows is not specific: it does not have an identity for the 
reader. A and an are like the word one: they only appear before singular nouns that can be counted (e.g. 
a horse, an accident).  

If the word immediately after the article begins with a consonant sound, use a.  

e.g. She went to the Humane Society to adopt a cat. 

If the word immediately after the article begins with a vowel sound (e.g. even if it starts with a 




